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Autism SA
Milestones

A timeline showing Autism SA's history of progress

and community engagement, highlighting how we have
supported and empowered individuals with autism

and their families in South Australia since 1964.

Where it all started

First National Conference
Autism SA hosted the first national conference

on ‘Childhood Autism; where it was proposed that
a federal body of Autistic Children’s Association
of Australia should be formed.

New Body Formed

The Association led the
way in forming a federal
body of Autistic Children’s
Association of Australia.

Founding of Autism SA

Autism SA (then the Autistic Children's
Association) was established by parents
due to a lack of support and education

of children with autism in South Australia.
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10th Anniversary

The Association celebrated its

10th anniversary, and established South
Australia's first autism specific Clinic

Move to Unley School and outreach service.

The office location moved from
Marion to Greenhill Road, Unley.

Move to Myrtle Bank
The office location moved from
Unley to Fisher Street, Myrtle Bank.

First Office in Marion
The Association opened its first office along
with a bargain centre at 67a Finniss Street,
where Mrs Hilary Johnson OAM, the first

Director of Programs, set up a playroom First Edition of Journal
where children and families could visit for First edition of ‘Autism - The Journal
an initial diagnostic assessment. of the Autistic Children’s Association

of SA (Inc)' was published.

gE2Le]0) First Information Leaflet
The Early Intervention Team developed the first
information pamphlet about autism that was widely
used by families, medical centres and other agencies
as a means to create awareness.

Visit to Malaysia

The President of the organisation,

Mrs. Lurline Tillett, visited Malaysia to
provide support to children with autism,
sponsored by Australian Lions
Foundation International.

First Edition of The Autiser

The organisation'’s first edition of

The Autiser (community newsletter)

was published in April. The Clinic School
was closed in preference of more inclusive
education options, while the Outreach
Service went from strength to strength.

First Country Advisor
Appointment of the first Country
Advisor allows for expansion of
country services and established a
community based pre-school unit.

jfeIsy4 New Sensory Room

Through a grant given by the Licensed
Clubs’ Association, based on evidence
based research a new Sensory Room
was established in collaboration

4 with Woodville Special School.
autismsa
0000

Milestones - autismsa.org.au - 1300 288 476


https://www.autismsa.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfmQadrl7YUGjOQvcTpz3jA
https://www.linkedin.com/company/autism-sa
https://www.instagram.com/autismsouthaustralia/
https://twitter.com/AutismSA
https://www.facebook.com/autismsouthaustralia

Autism SA

Milestones

2008) Move to Netley
The office location moved from

Myrtle Bank to Marion Road,
Netley, where the office was
located until 2021.

New Name and Logo 2004

Autism SA's corporate identity

was upgraded to include a new
logo and a new name, which

was well received by families,
members and the wider community.

National Fundraising Campaign
A national fundraising campaign
Drawtism: Play Pictionary for Autism
was launched, with branded

Autism SA merchandise sold

in support of the organisation.

Diagnostic Training

Autism SA leads and coordinates

the training of other professionals in
the autism diagnostic process in both
regional and local health facilities.

iMsocial Project Launched

The iMsocial project was launched.
This program was developed for
children aged 8-12 years old with

a focus on social development.

Launch of New Website

Autism SA launches a new website that
enables the community to have wider
access to information and resources.

Internship Program Launched
Autism SA played a key role in

the launch of the Hewlett-Packard
and Federal Government internship
program for 11 young adults with
autism at HP Australia.

Asia Pacific Autism Conference

Autism SA hosts True Colours - Asia Pacific
Autism Conference in August 2013,

and celebrates 50 years of autism services

at the Autism SA International Gala Dinner,
‘Somewhere Over the Rainbow.
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One Day Training Conference 2015
Autism SA delivered a one-day training
conference to over 350 people, with
international guest speaker Jed Baker.

Autism Friendly Charter

The Autism Friendly Charter,

an initiative designed to support
Australian businesses and organisations
to becomemore inclusive, is launched.

Partnership with PyschMed

Partnership with PsychMed, delivering

a range of one day workshops, extended
sessions and professional workshops
throughout SA as part of a national
partnership between education and autism.

Social Digital Enterprise Program
Launch of The Social Digital Enterprise
Program, a program that seeks to
increase the social development of
young people with autism who also
have an interest and basic IT skills.

Online Live Chat
The live chat function on our website,
which connects the community directly
Graduate Education Program to our Infoline, was launched in March,
Autism SA worked with Flinders University providing greater access to the Community.
to educate new graduates in a Graduate
Certificate of Education (Special Education)
program that provides them with a better
understanding and knowledge of autism.
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Launch of Conference Series

The launch of Autism SA's Autism Conference Series
brought internationally renowned speaker Kari Dunn-Baron
to Australia, presenting to over 500 attendees in Adelaide.

Free Events Program

The first of many free events at
entertainment venues were held across
the state, with Autism SA partnering with a
variety of organisations, including Bounce,
Latitude, and ARC Campbelltown.

2017 Training Chinese Delegates

Autism SA trained a group of Chinese
delegates who travelled to Australia with
the specific goal of learning more about
autism and inclusive practices in order
to take their learnings back to China.

Autism and Agriculture Program
Autism SA supported the development
of Sunpork’s Autism and Agriculture pilot
program in South Australia, created to
assist people with autism to find
successful employment in agriculture.

National Autism Friendly Charter
The Autism Friendly Charter was
launched nationally with the support
of an ILC Grant from the NDIA.

New Northern Hub

Official opening of Autism SA's Northern Hub
at Elizabeth, equipped with state-of-the-art
technology including a fully integrated sensory Parra Wirra Conservation Park

and social space, with thanks to Variety. Launch of the new inclusive space at
Para Wirra Conservation Park at an autism friendly

family discovery day. Working in partnership with
the Park, autism friendly resources are being
produced to make parks more accessible for all.
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Royal Adelaide Show

Autism SA partnered with the Royal Adelaide Show

to create an autism friendly quiet space for the duration

of the event, as well as autism friendly resources including
a visual schedule, social narrative and sensory guide.

pA0)[¢) TAFE Recruitment Campaign
Autism SA was featured in TAFE SA's
recruitment campaign, where our
very own Kellie starred as one of
their career heroes, highlighting the
disability sector and Autism SA as a
great industry and place to work with.

Reconciliation Action Plan
Autism SA commenced our
Reconciliation Action Plan journey.

A National Voice for Autism SA

Autism SA is elected as a State Committee
Member for National Disability Services,
giving our community a voice and helping to
create change at state and national level.

Autism Friendly Charter App

Launch of the Autism Friendly Charter App,
which helps people to find places to eat
and drink, leisure facilities or shopping
centres that cater for people with autism
anywhere in Australia.

New Logo and Brand The Spectrum
Launch of Autism SA's Launch of The Spectrum, an online resource
refreshed logo and brand. that provides a wide range of evidence-informed

information about autism. Users can also sign up
for a regular email newsletter.
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